
Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards 

Across Foundation to Year 10, achievement standards indicate the quality of learning students should typically demonstrate by 
the end of the year.  An achievement standard describes the quality of learning (the extent of knowledge, the depth of 
understanding and the sophistication of skills) that would indicate the student is well placed to commence the learning required at 
the next level of achievement.  

ENGLISH MATHEMATICS 
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 4,  

 Students understand that texts have different text structures 
depending on purpose and audience.  

 They explain how language features, images and 
vocabulary are used to engage the interest of audiences.  

 They describe literal and implied meaning connecting ideas 
in different texts.  

 They express preferences for particular texts, and respond 
to others' viewpoints.  

 They listen for key points in discussions. 
 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

 Students use language features to create coherence and 
add detail to their texts.  

 They understand how to express an opinion based on 
information in a text.  

 They create texts that show understanding of how images 
and detail can be used to extend key ideas.  

 Students create structured texts to explain ideas for different 
audiences.  

 They make presentations and contribute actively to class 
and group discussions, varying language according to 
context.   

 They demonstrate understanding of grammar, select 
vocabulary from a range of resources and use accurate 
spelling and punctuation, editing their work to improve 
meaning. 

By the end of Year 4,  

 Students choose appropriate strategies for calculations 
involving multiplication and division.  

 They recognise common equivalent fractions in familiar 
contexts and make connections between fraction and 
decimal notations up to two decimal places.  

 Students solve simple purchasing problems. 

 They identify unknown quantities in number sentences.  

 They describe number patterns resulting from 
multiplication.  

 Students compare areas of regular and irregular shapes 
using informal units.  

 They solve problems involving time duration.  

 They interpret information contained in maps.  

 Students identify dependent and independent events.  

 They describe different methods for data collection and 
representation, and evaluate their effectiveness. 

 Students use the properties of odd and even numbers.  

 They recall multiplication facts to 10 x 10 and related 
division facts. 

 Students locate familiar fractions on a number line. They 
continue number sequences involving multiples of single 
digit numbers. 

 Students use scaled instruments to measure temperatures, 
lengths, shapes and objects.  

 They convert between units of time. 

 Students create symmetrical shapes and patterns.  

 They classify angles in relation to a right angle.  

 Students list the probabilities of everyday events.   

 They construct data displays from given or collected data. 

SCIENCE HISTORY 

By the end of Year 4,  

 Students apply the observable properties of materials 
to explain how objects and materials can be used.  

 They use contact and non-contact forces to describe 
interactions between objects.  

 They discuss how natural and human processes cause 
changes to the Earth’s surface.  

 They describe relationships that assist the survival of 
living things and sequence key stages in the life cycle 
of a plant or animal.  

 They identify when science is used to ask questions 
and make predictions.  

 They describe situations where science understanding 
can influence their own and others’ actions. 

 Students follow instructions to identify investigable 
questions about familiar contexts and predict likely 
outcomes from investigations.  

 They discuss ways to conduct investigations and safely 
use equipment to make and record observations.  

 They use provided tables and simple column graphs to 
organise their data and identify patterns in data.  

 Students suggest explanations for observations and 
compare their findings with their predictions.  

 They suggest reasons why their methods were fair or 
not.  

 They complete simple reports to communicate their 
methods and findings. 

By the end of Year 4,  

 Students explain how and why life changed in the past, and 
identify aspects of the past that remained the same.  

 They describe the experiences of an individual or group over 
time.  

 They recognise the significance of events in bringing about 
change. 

 Students sequence events and people (their lifetime) in 
chronological order to identify key dates.  

 They pose a range of questions about the past.  

 They identify sources (written, physical, visual, oral), and locate 
information to answer these questions.  

 They recognise different points of view.  

 Students develop and present texts, including narratives, using 
historical terms. 

GEOGRAPHY 

By the end of Year 4, students: 

 Describe and compare the characteristics of places in different 
locations at the national scale 

 Identify and describe the interconnections between people and 
the environment 

 Describe the location of selected countries in relative terms 

 Identify simple patterns in the distribution of features of places 

 Recognise the importance of the environment 

 Identify the different views on how to respond to a geographical 
challenge 

 Develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and 
record information and data from different sources to answer 
these questions 

 Represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in simple graphic forms, including large-scale 
maps that use the cartographic conventions of scale, legend, 
title and north point 

 Describe the location of places and their features using simple 
grid references, compass direction and distance 
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 Interpret data to identify spatial distributions and simple patterns 
and draw conclusions 

 Present findings using geographical terminology in a range of 
texts 

 Propose individual action in response to a local geographical 
challenge 

 Identify the expected effects of their proposed actions 
 

 

 


